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Looking Backward—and Forward

S the Journal of Aircraft begins its third year of publica-

tion, it is appropriate to look back to review past progress

and forward to examine our future prospects. In its first

two years, the Journal of Aircraft has grown from a 48-page

weakling to a healthy 96-page adolescent. If present trends

continue, additional expansion will be necessary to supply
the demand for space.

This demand reflects renewed interest in atmospheric
flight on the part of industry, government, the public, and
the engineering profession, and the increased attention being
given in aerospace research to solving fundamental problems
and enlarging the scope of aircraft utility for transportation
and defense. Our task is to record advances in these arts,
suitably, so that all those engaged in such pursuits will have
aceess to this basic knowledge.

Volume of material, however, is not a sufficient criterion
for fulfillment of this objective. We do feel that the quality
of papers printed in the Journal of Adrcraft has improved
steadily. This can be attributed to the efforts of authors to
achieve goals of clarity, conciseness, and style. Even more,
however, it is the result of diligence and conscientious toil
on the part of Associate Editors and Reviewers in assisting
authors through editing, revision, and modification of manu-
seripts.  The Editor-in-Chief wishes to express his personal
appreciation to his associates, and to the reviewers listed on
the following page, who have given so generously of their
time in this way to make the journal more effective.

There is still room for improvement. Many of the manu-
seripts we receive are excessively long, unnecessarily review
well-known theory or data, contain ‘“tinges” of sales pro-
motion, are vague in reasoning or conclusions, or are written
in flippant or “chatty’” language appropriate for oral presenta-
tion but not suitable for archive literature. The Journals of
ATAA, it must be remembered, are designed to serve two
functions: first, to inform readers of current progress in
the various disciplines of aeronautical science and engineering,
and second, to form a body of knowledge of lasting technical
significance. - If these objectives are kept in mind, the use-
fulness of our publications will be enhanced.

Authors can be most helpful in three ways: 1) by adhering
to the rules, guidelines, and instructions contained in the
“Information for Contributors” printed on the inside
back cover of each issue of the journal; 2) by paying special
attention to clarity of statement, taking into account the
reader’s degree of familiarity with his subject; and 3) by
eliminating unnecessary words, phrases, redundancies, and
descriptions which are covered in references. The editors
will try to do their part by expediting the review and selection
process and giving authors help where it is needed.

Our readers also can make significant contributions to the
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effectiveness of the Journal of Aircraft by advising the editors
of areas of research, development, and design in which re-
cent advances merit exposure to the engineering community.
We do our best to keep abreast of these activities, but in
editing an “interdisciplinary” journal it is difficult to main-
tain contact with all of these frontiers of progress. Your
constructive criticism also is most welcome.  Itisonly through
such communication that we can determine whether the
interests of all our readers are being properly served.

As one part of our effort to improve this service, we are
pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. Winfield Arata
as an Associate Editor for Marine Systems. Mr. Arata is
well known throughout the industry for his participation in
ATAA activities, his service on government and industry
committees, and his valuable contributions to the literature.
We welcome his association with the Journal of Aircraft.

No list of acknowledgments would be complete without
recognition of the outstanding and devoted work of Ruth
Bryans, Managing Editor, AIAA Scientific Publications,
who bears the real burdens of producing the journals with
forbearance, patience, and tolerance for the idiosyncracies
of editors, authors, and reviewers. Our deep appreciation
goes also to her staff, particularly to her assistant, Susan
Gritz, and to Norma Herrin Brennan who has now left us
in favor of family management.

In looking backward we can, with humility, point to cer-
tain accomplishments and to many errors of omission and
commission. Recognizing these faults, we can look ahead
to finding ways to correct them and to make the Journal
of Atreraft the meaningful and useful publication that our
readers deserve.

Carl F. Schmidt
Editor-in-Chief
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